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I Svar Clasa oelebrated its 100th
e i) 2011 with racing and festivilics
around the world. The Larchmont Yachl
Club on Long 1sland Sound, hosted
the Morth American Centennial im
Seplember, with a regatta far waoden
and classic fiberglass Stars followed
l'l}l mrinE for am 4 fleel, i:"""l'-"d'i'-"E-
mcerm 2Ears as wiell, I-ZIghI cal s froem
the Slxth Dhstrict (which is comprised
of the Morthwestem US and British
Coflumbsiag joined the et of meer B0
baaks from six counkries A Eunopean
Cenkenmial Celdbration was held in
Cutober in 5. Tropez with over 90 boats
atbending.

While maintaining its strong
tradition, the Star has manaEr.'d 15}
pyodve over the yvears so Lhat today
the boat remains challenging and
n:'warchng b sall, c.,'m1|n.|.|ng Eov albract
same af the world s best sailors. Evem
thaugh the basic bull design has nol
|.'|“H'||'|E;-|!l.‘|. Sgars from Uhe EEr|'_|.- Wedrd
bz litthe resemiblance W loday’s boats,
pirticulacly in the fg department, with
the class sporting gatf rigged mainsails
unlil the carly 1920°s. There are many
excellent articles and photographs
describing the history of the Star oo the
class website; www.*:L.‘n‘.:Ia.-:u.-:s:rg T

Em the worndics event, Bill Brosius and
Ehn:fwn_u'niﬁi-v.llhl‘-;:fmulyn'upl.aflnlshcd.
fifth. 5:|Illng Shar number 954 Alcar, The
Pk weaes basdlt in ]‘:l'_'-l-lh}l Bl Lamisonal

A5 Ko, fircrupps JULE Pacy #1

the Blanchard Boat Company imSealile,
Babs was 18 ok the tine b buailtdhe baat,
He went an to be ane of the founding
members of Corinthian Yacht Club and
designed and built anather Aloor. the
workd's first high allitude pressuriced
sailplanc While nolonger activelike the
Slar Alcor, the plane hangs in Seattle’s
Bluseim of I-‘Ilghl. The bwysat was laler
e h}' Sunng.r 'l.-'}'nn{\- af Seatie and
he raced [ al the 1949 Whardds in Chu;agn
bieforekhe Afvor found itsway bolsea gart
of the active Star feet in Clymgpis, The
wodics fleetalsoincladed John Bumsey
and Dawve Bolles sailing the same boat
they raced at the North Americans in
Seatthe in 1961 They even had the same
gaill from thist regatta with them,

Larry Whipple, with crew Rick
Burgess finished second in the “classic
plastics” event, The Star class first
allged ﬁhcrg'lae_:. hilks in 1596R amd
otz bakli bafore aboast 1985 q:ulll’l.w!
fia e clagsic event (L s a kstimony
ki the way the class has mamsped its
desvelopment thatmaiy of the wood and
older fibergless brads remnin competitive
agninat the newer bosts,

Weslem Long 1sland Sound, the
birthplace of the Star. is known for ils
shifly winde and the first d:!.- if :.m:ing
for the gpen fleet fully lived up to that
regpulation, wlih a Irglﬁ o moderake
biree s I'-Iu,'ul.-.'lng aff the shusre. T thae fiest
Faoe that d.l.1_.-'. Bl and Carl Fiachan had

the cardy lead, bul could ot
hold off John MacCaosland
and Wark Mendenblakl at the
finksh, Th second race saw Fass
Millizr, wha usually zalls his
cwer bsal in Seaktleard formmes
Puget Sovined Star et meniler
Jimi Bevking getting theer baesi
finith wilh a 17th.

Themewtbwodnyssaw greak
breezes for the final four races,
as the wind hlew straight into
].nnj_:; Islamnd Senured, pnwi.-ding
Large waves for surfing as the
winds gl:.g.lerl wiell ower 200
krodts al times. The v gl ks was
win by Mark Mendenhlattand
Briafn Fatih, who have been
wirking very hard at sailing
the Star recently. [ was good
to see all that hard work pay
off as they sailed beaotitally
for a convincing win. Bill ard
Carl Buchan finished 12th for
the regatla with Dave Watl and Beett
Wilsan taking Lith, capping off a gaod
Yaar foar Diave, |11d::ni|ng 1.'.:|nning i
[istrict ch:-rnplnnshlp Im Vamoouver
with D Martingand placing secomd in
Ehe Western Hemisphere championship
wilh Bretl im the Spring, Before moving
b Seablle, Dave grew up sailing st
Larchmont Yacht Club, so thisevent was
# aorl of a homecaming for himi

The Star Class ks as strong as ovor
as it moves inko its secomd century, In
addition o the many great Star Class

attas each VEIE, West Crnsl sadloes
Fisiwee Ehee 200 3 Woelkd I:_'h:urr.]':-ln;unshl]'.-.ami
:IItI'.:-A.:III.'II!.I.:.-_:.;r-;I.:.ch' wlth thatcvienl
b bk forward to, Whils Long [sland
S ey hawe been the birthplace of
b Skar, ane can't think of Sar sailing
without thinking of San Dhego, Some
of the greatest Star skippers and aews
have come from there and San [hepgo
inchl Club has hosted some of the Star
L:Im’mlrr.rmmﬂownnls,inr]udinE
seven Wiordd {'.hn.mpiunﬁhips. Dinice
again Star sailors will converge upan
the wakers aff Point Loma 10 mace for
thee Cold Star, The last Bl the Wisrlds
wag hild InSan Diegs, Boss Macdanald
fromn Vancowyer and Erie [esprersen from
Sidruey wene the winners, Star sailors
froam the Mortst will be there again
in 201 3 testing their kill against the best
trom around the warld and trving o
bring home a viciory.
by Carl Bedfarm




